
TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at Long Marston Village Hall at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Ayling, Chalmers, Fox, Lovis, Morgan (in the Chair), Thirkettle, and Ward (vice-Chair), the Clerk, 
County Cllr Hollinghurst, Borough Cllrs Conway & Mills and 6 members of the public. 
 

Minutes 
18/70 To elect Chair and vice-Chair and receive Declarations of Acceptance of Office  
Cllr Ayling nominated Cllr Morgan to the role of Chairman; this was seconded by Cllr Ward. Cllr Morgan was duly elected to 
Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
Cllr Ayling nominated Cllr Ward to the role of vice-Chairman; this was seconded by Cllr Morgan. Cllr Ward was duly elected to 
vice-Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
18/71 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received by Gill Craze and were accepted by the Council 
 
18/72 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting & review Register of Members’ Interests 
Cllrs had reviewed their Register of Interests and provided the Clerk with any amendments. There were no Declarations of 
Interest. 

18/73 To Co-opt new Councillor to Council  
Cllr Morgan reported that following the agreement at the last meeting he had approached the individual with the next 
highest number of votes at the 2017 by-election and therefore proposed that Gill Craze be co-opted to the Council; this was 
seconded by Cllr Fox and Gill Craze was duly co-opted to the Council. 

18/74 To review and adopt Code of Conduct  
The Clerk had circulated the Code of Conduct which Cllrs had reviewed and confirmed they had no amendments and adopted 
the Code of Conduct. 
 
18/75 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on March 5th 2018 and sign as a true record  

(minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 
Cllr Ayling proposed that the Minutes from March 5th were accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. 
The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
18/76 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda  
The actions were reviewed and the actions log updated. 
 
18/77 To review and assign Cllr Responsibilities for the year, confirm membership of Working parties and agree how 

Council will receive updates from Working parties  
Cllr responsibilities and Working Party membership was reviewed and confirmed for the year. The reviewed responsibilities 
will be published on the website once Cllr Craze has added her preferences. 
It was agreed that there would be a standing item on each agenda for the spokesperson of each Working Party to update the 
Council on progress for a maximum of 5 minutes each. Should a Working Party need a Council decision, then a separate item 
detailing the decision required would be added. 
 
18/78 To receive and accept year end accounts for Financial Year 2017-18 and review reserves  
The accounts for year ending 31st March 2018 had been circulated by the Clerk. Cllr Morgan highlighted the key variances to 
the 2017-18 budget. In terms of income, the P3 grant hadn’t been received and income from the Long Marston changing 
rooms was lower than budgeted but income from the playschemes was higher and the VAT rebate was higher than 
budgeted. Overall income was higher than budgeted at £44,094. Expenditure on concurrent services was lower than 
budgeted due to certain planned expenditure slipping into the next financial year. Precepted expenditure was higher than 
budget due to expenditure on holiday pay for employees, a payroll provider and website development not being budgeted 
for. There was also additional expenditure due to the resolution of a boundary dispute. Cllr Morgan said that expenditure on 



projects was higher than budgeted mainly due to payment of the Wilstone Speed device slipping into the 2017-18 financial 
year. Overall expenditure was just lower than budgeted at £54,662. The deficit at the end of the financial year was £10,568 
(against a budgeted deficit of £13,636). The planned deficit was financed through reserves. Cllr Morgan stated that the 
Council ended the year with £39k of reserves of which £15.9k were earmarked or allocated and the remaining £23k was 
unallocated. The Council had made a previous decision to keep £10k of the unallocated reserves in general reserves as a 
safety net for unplanned expenditure. 
Cllr Lovis asked a question about the drop in reserves and whether the increased precept for the 2018-19 budget was linked 
to this. Cllr Morgan replied that the precept had been increased for 2018-19 to ensure that the precept covered all ongoing 
expenditure. Cllr Thirkettle asked whether when the closing balance is reported each month, the allocated spend could be 
reported as well. 
The Council accepted the accounts and the Clerk commented that the Internal Audit would take place on May 17th. 
 
18/79 To discuss and make a decision on request from residents to purchase strip of land adjacent to 49 Tring Road, 

Wilstone  
Cllr Chalmers had circulated a paper outlining the request and issues involved with the decision. He summarised that the land 
in question forms part of the area of land leased by Wilstone Village Hall and under the lease, TRPC can’t demand the land 
back. It was therefore Cllr Chalmers view that there was no point in the Council making a decision about whether they were 
prepared to sell the land, as they aren’t in a position to sell the land until it comes back to their ownership at the end of the 
lease. He commented that when the previous Council made the decision to sell the land, they weren’t in possession of the 
full facts relating to the lease. Cllr Thirkettle said he thought the Council should discuss whether they wanted to sell the land 
as if they wanted to; the Wilstone Hall Committee could always be approached. Cllr Chalmers said a long time could be spent 
debating whether to sell the land and the Wilstone Hall Committee would need two thirds of local residents to agree to sell 
the land and there would be lots of legal costs involved. Cllr Morgan said that the previous Council had partly agreed to sell 
the land as the area wasn’t maintained; this was no longer the case as the area had been cleared and maintained. He also 
said that there is an acute car parking issue in Wilstone and the land could in the future be needed for that. Cllr Ayling said 
that whilst the Council own the land, they aren’t in a position to liquidise it.  Cllr Morgan asked whether the Council feel the 
issue had been sufficiently discussed as the residents have been very patient. The Council agreed that they were not in a 
position to sell the land and that Cllr Chalmers would feed this back to the residents. (ACTION) 

18/80 To discuss and make a decision on request from resident to install screening alongside playground at Wilstone 
Recreation Ground  

Cllr Chalmers had circulated some drawings and costings for different screening options and asked for comments. Cllr 
Morgan said that an email had been received from a resident of Wilstone objecting to the erection of screening around 
Wilstone playground due to safety concerns for children playing there. Cllr Fox asked what the reasoning was for the original 
request and Cllr Morgan replied that it went back to the time when the new play equipment was installed and a resident had 
concerns about the bright colours of the equipment and requested that the Council look into putting screening up. Cllr 
Chalmers said his preference was for the option of partial screening by a hedge up to 3 foot. Cllr Thirkettle said he thought a 
hedge could improve the look of the area and that volunteers should be sought for planting. Cllr Ayling said that anything 
which masks the playground to any extent compromises children’s safety and that isn’t something the Council should be 
agreeing to. Cllr Lovis agreed that safeguarding is a responsibility of the Council and he didn’t agree with the erection of 
screening. Cllr Fox commented that he thought deciding to put screening in would set a dangerous precedent as it was just a 
request from one resident and not an agreement by the whole village that the equipment was an eyesore. 
The Council took a vote with 5 Cllrs voting for no screening to be erected. As a majority vote, the decision of the Council was 
not to progress the request to erect screening around Wilstone Playground. 
 
18/81 To discuss GDPR and agree approach to meet May 25th deadline  
It was agreed that Cllr Chalmers would work with the Clerk to carry out the information audit and adaption of SLCC templates 
for Council approval at the June meeting. The Clerk informed the meeting that it was now longer a requirement for Parish 
Councils to have a nominated DPO (Data Protection Officer). Cllr Morgan proposed a resolution that the Clerk register with 
the ICO (Information Commissioner’s Office); this was seconded by Cllr Fox. (ACTION) 

18/82 To discuss works to trees and debris clearance at Wilstone recreation Ground  
The Clerk had circulated the tree survey received from the contractor for Wilstone and Long Marston Recreation Grounds 
and Wilstone cemetery. Cllr Chalmers proposed that the Clerk follow up with the contractor and ask them to climb the willow 
tree for further investigation as per their recommendation and then put specs together for the moderate risk, high risk and 
dangerous trees up to a value of £320; this was seconded by Cllr Morgan.  It was agreed that the Clerk would pass on the 



letter from Reg Porter concerning the hedge and trees debris. Cllr Chalmers agreed to check with Highways regarding the 
ownership of the cherry tree at the Long Marston war memorial. (ACTION) 
  
18/83 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery  
None 
 
18/84 Planning 

a. The following applications were discussed: 
4/0899/18/FHA – 5, Tring Road, Long Marston 
Construction of vehicular access 
NO OBJECTION 
4/00913/18/FUL – 5, Tring Road, Long Marston 
Redevelopment of builders yard with construction of two no. 4 bedroom detached houses 
NO OBJECTION 
4/02889/17/ENA – 1, Gregorys Field, Astrope 
Planning Enforcement Appeal 
NO COMMENT 
4/01038/18/ADV – 1, Wilstone Wharf 
To display an advertisement board behind the hoarding 
NO OBJECTION 
4/01058/18/FHA – Orchard House, Astrope Lane 
Single & first floor side & rear extensions (amended scheme) 
NO OBJECTION 
4/01080/18/FUL – The Braid, Astrope Lane 
Installation of entrance gate to field from Astrope Lane 
No plans available. Council delegated authority for Cllrs Ward & Chalmers to view documents and recommend 
Council’s decision 
 
b. The following DBC planning decisions were noted: 
4/00206/18/FHA & 4/00207/18/LBC – Threshing Barn, 45 New Road, Wilstone 
Construction of Storm Porch over Front Door 
GRANT 
 

18/85 Finance 
a. The following summary of payments and receipts was noted 
Payments 
C Reedman (£46.35), HMRC (£60.00), D Bateman (£17.99), Astrope Ltd (£876.00), Herts. CC (£3,357.52), Wel 
Medical (£605.94) 
Direct Payments 
L Bancroft (£422.36), C Reedman (£232.79), EON (£41.63), Palmers Business Support (£18.00)  
Receipts 
Interest (£1.57) 
DBC Precept & Grants (£39,796.90) 
Business Reserve 17th April 2018  £74,732.68 
 
b. Cllr Ward proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle 

Payee Amount For 
HMRC £65.00 Tax on April salaries 
C Reedman £50.85 Warden expenses  
Village News £12.00 Payment for advert for Summer Camps 
HAPTC £646.73 Annual Subscription 2018-19 
S Hendin £700.00 Work to Lytch gate, bus shelter and posts 
JRB Enterprise Ltd £132.90 Dog Waste Bags 
DBC £2,003.27 TRPC 2017 by-election 
DJ Winfield £196.56 April Mowing Long Marston 

  



c. The Clerk confirmed that the Precept and associated grants from DBC totalling £39,796.90 had been received 
d. It was noted TRPC will receive £8,825.81 of CIL money during April. Cllr Chalmers suggested that a separate 

account be opened for CIL receipts to help comply with the criteria. Cllr Morgan said the onus was on the 
Council to look at how best to use the CIL money for the benefit of the parish. 

e. Insurance due for renewal on 1st June 2018. Cllr Ward proposed that the Council approve the renewal and 
payment of £1,466.12 insurance premium as per 3 year LTA which expires 31st May 2020; this was seconded by 
Cllr Thirkettle. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask the insurers to remove cover for Wilstone Village Hall 
from the policy. (ACTION) 

f. The Clerk confirmed that the Unity Trust account was opened and that Cllrs would be receiving details from the 
bank. The transfer of funds from Natwest hadn’t yet taken place. 

 
18/86 To update on Housing Needs Survey  
Cllr Ward reported that the survey was in the process of being printed and there would be an article about the survey in the 
June edition of Village News. Cllr Ward was in discussions with Village news about distributing the surveys; if this didn’t work 
out Cllrs would be asked to help distribute the surveys. 
 
18/87 To receive correspondence 

 An email regarding a proposed Community Transport scheme had been circulated by Pitstone Parish Council. 
 
18/88 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, Councillors can’t 

take decisions on items raised under AOB) 
 It was agreed that the Clerk would ask the verge cutting contractor to carry out a narrow cut as requested by a 

resident (ACTION) 
 The Clerk reported that the bench at the top of Long Marston Rec was in a bad condition. Cllr Morgan agreed to 

ask a contractor to quote for the work. (ACTION) 
 The Clerk reported that Station Road, Long Marston would be closed for 4-6 days from 28th May for work by 

Thames Water; Residents had been notified by Herts. CC. 
 Cllr Thirkettle reported that DBC had arranged a Pop-up in the Park event for 15h August. Due to lack of 

availability at Wilstone, the event would take place at Long Marston recreation ground. 
 Cllr Lovis reported that the defibrillator at Wilstone was now operative. Cllr Morgan said that the cabinet was 

waiting to be installed on the outside of Victory Hall in Long Marston. 
 

18/89 To open the meeting for Public Participation  
 County Cllr Hollinghurst reported that he had visited Lukes Lane with an engineer with a view to extending the 

30mph zone further up the lane. He commented that he wasn’t happy about the proposed access to the airfield by 
lorries along Lukes Lane; he hadn’t yet heard whether a decision had been made by AVDC on the planning 
application. Cllr Fox asked County Cllr Hollinghurst about the sign outside the airfield on Cheddington Lane which 
had been changed to ‘preferred route’. They also discussed the fact that Long Marston had at some point been on a 
designated lorry route. County Cllr Hollinghurst agreed to investigate. County Cllr Hollinghurst agreed to join with 
Cllr Morgan to look at the state of Astrope Lane. He also agreed to attend the next meeting of the Flood Working 
Group. He said that work to the level of Chapel Lane was still on the Highways plan. 

 A member of the Victory Hall committee asked whether the contractor who is quoting to spray Long Marston 
recreation Ground could also be asked to apply weed killer to the French drains around the village hall. 

 A question was raised about how resident would know how to use the defibrillators, it was agreed Cllr Lovis would 
write an article for Village News. (ACTION) 

 A question was asked about income from the playschemes, Cllr Morgan confirmed the schemes would be self-
funding 

 A member of the public said that the ditch at the top of Astrope Lane was almost overflowing. 
 
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th June at Puttenham Village Hall at 8pm. 
 
Lucy Bancroft        Friday 11th May 2018   
Clerk, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 


